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receive St.i: -1boidies so that they cen be used «s rmodel vill.:
blicity zwneses. There are also o few other kollthozes v/

g » prosperity gort by enzeging in 11;.eg'11 activitics,

. one Kolkhoz in iiddle Asia thm vuas cudtivi Llow »re-i wreas
lard vhich lay conti~uous to its own propwrty, The -rececd
vesting suech erons vere, of course, not reported, i Teprese hed pure

arofit, In addition, the kolkhoz received strie premiums Ifor c;:(.cpulow::l

-ield per hechrre, Ciher kolthozes wode a practicc-o. gending men into

neorky forests to strip burk of trees, The berl - 5 arocessed 50X1-HUM
into rope en® sold at - hondsome orofit Zor rope i: vars zhort suphly
i the Soviet Mion.

z. most of the Soviet people exvected cher-cs
&

3t:1in, for a while there was an impression of ‘e o3
m‘c.m after Stolint's death, ard there vrs some relaxation ol rigid . 50X1-HUM

lnbor diseipline laus. lowever, after 2 fcu months, disillusion sturte
o c‘t in, and@ by now it must he almost comolatc,

L |:|t1‘e annesty rarted to certain concentriiio: e~ lmmates
immediately after St~lin's death was a mistnlg L'L'.le
1 impression ol thec eople and the resinc as well, LDnodicicly
the rele=ase of eriminels 2 wave ol er’ nd discrder strrted, 50X1-HUM
and - is still out o control exceni in Moscou itselr, which is now
gonevthint, quieter, Conditions werc worse in “orme such us Kizrkov -nd
lesbov, vherc the Torrer immotes were Utrousht to be released,

50X1-HUM

L ZaRPS ARN

5. In the jemy, there vere spocial reasures ta to ensure o*'f‘rc*‘ end disei-
pline 2fter Stalin's death, It uey renerclly ernecte,d tihat tlere would {
be sore changes such -5 an ond to the occuprtion., Many expected rious
\ and uprisines
. . . 50X1-HUM

3

|:|the ch nzes resulting in &
vere orouzmhlt aboul to insure more [lexibilit
Ainisiries are very 4ifl licult to administer,

onoush really capable scutives to ~o arcuid,

er number of

5
v
o
UL 3
and there are simply not

7. the standard of living has still not 50X1-HUM
arrived at the pre-Wer .orid IT ievel, It is =1ill almost impossible
Lo obtnin a wool swit, The housing situation is ahout the sare. lew
consiruction is barely leeping up with lessss inewrred from old huiid-
ints which finnlly have to be abmndoned, Food is somewhat herder teo
obtain ~nd, cxcept for braznd, it is morc exaensive., White brend, rolls,
ote, ore unobiuinable exeept in the larger citles.
£,  There was no change for the better after the death of Stalin in the

standard of livinz, On the contrary, meat alrost disappeared from the
morlet dw*lr_r the suTer ond fall of 1953. Later cheese, vegetablcs,
. S .
ther Iresh, mrolcin-rieh Joods sluo LtC & SCAICE.

Crn UL o

9« Conswiers joods cre in very short supply Some ol the most eleventary
~rilcies, such az a simple wash tasin, dlsappear Irom stores for long
veriods, Actually, supplies of consumer's geods :c not 8o anarce as
they are irreguler, During one month it mi"ht he inpossible to find an
clectric iron in a1l Moscow, while plenty of kerogcae lamps are avail-
able, The hext month, the situztion mirht reverse itself, with plenty

cf irons availrble but no lamms,

; 10, It would ke too 50X1-HUM

dnzerous to decrease war expenditures, yet ther are not able to ach dove
¥ ~ore econcmle producticn, There arc no surpluses to invesi in greater
srodnction of consumers! goods, Imports froi Cidna, :zuch as cloth,
dis'ics, Ptc, are poor in quality and almost unuseable. There is good
footiznnr Jrom Bzechos.‘.cv-nkia ‘au.t it dees not beqin tc satisfy the denand,
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11, l:’th'e reason for amnouncing increases in consumers' goods was
the fact that the regime was unable to offer eny political changes, so a
rise in the standard of 1living was the only other alternative to satisfy
a very real need for sémething that the new regime could offer to gain
esteem vith the people, Muscovites Mad hopes thui there would be a greatew

supply of consumérs' goods when the great new department store GUM vas 50X1-HUM

opsned, However, they soon learned that the same old junk was being carried
as before, and in no greater supply, | = |uhether the Government
was playing for time, whether it made-a mistake or whether it really be-
lieved it could supply more consumers' goods, In any case,[ |
by now the people are pretty well disillusioned with the Government's

promises,
. 50X1-HUM
12, Tt is difficult to generalize on the attitude of the various social and
economic groups in the past., Attitudes have varied according to the various
periods sinee the Revolution, Peasants were comparatively better off
during World War II sincé they had food, which wds the only eriterion of
material well-being at the time, In all respects, the 1939-1940 period

vas -one of the beat in Soviet history,
i ©~ 50X1-HUM
13, -mﬂxe peasantry surely remembers the suffering it underwent
uring the period of forced collectivization and the worsened sgricultural
econony that resulted, | the peasantry, while stili 50X -HUM

discontent, is thinking iIn terms of the kolkhoz system as it exists rather
than collectivization as it happened 22 years- ago,

- end -
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